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Whether it be wisdom, or political rights, they have to be
earned, that is to say to be attained by one's own shakt'i^
after a successful struggle against obstructing forces. If
they be put into our hands by others, by way of alms,
they do not become ours at all. To take in a form which
is derogatory can only lead to loss. Hence our reaction
against the culture of Europe and its ideals. A feeling
of wounded self-respect is prompting us to return upon
ourselves.
This revulsion was necessary for the purpose of the
History which, as I say, Time is evolving in this land of
India. Of what we were receiving weakly, unquestion-
ingly, in sheer poverty of spirit, it was not possible for us
to appraise the value: therefore we were unable to appro-
priate it at its worth, and so to put it to use. It remained
with us merely as an ornamental incubus. And when
we realised this, our desire to get away from it was only
natural.
Rammohan Roy was able to assimilate the ideals of
Europe so completely because he was not overwhelmed
by them: there was no poverty or weakness on his sid^
He had ground of his own on which he could take/Ibis
stand and where he could secure his acquisitions. The
true wealth of India was not hidden from him, for this
he had already made his own. Consequently he had with
him the touchstone by which he could test the wealth of
others. He did not sell himself by holding out a beggar's
palms, but assessed the true value of whatever he took.
piis shakti which was natural to our first great
leader., is steadily developing itself amongst us through
constantly conflicting stresses aod strains, actions and re-
actions. Pendulum-wise do our movements touch now